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IN HONOR OF CITY MANAGER
LARRY CUNNINGHAM

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 25, 2009

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the former City Manager Larry
Cunningham for his years of service to the
City of North Richland Hills and the North
Texas region.

After a public service career that spans
more than four decades, Larry Cunningham
retired this year from his position as City Man-
ager of North Richland Hills, which he has
held since 1997. Prior to being appointed City
Manager, he served as the North Richland
Hills Finance Director, as well as City Man-
ager in Lubbock, Texas.

During  his  tenure, City = Manager
Cunningham was known for his integrity, dedi-
cation, and enthusiasm. Under his leadership,
North Richland Hills has remained financially
stable and continued to grow, even during
changes in the economy. The City’s bond rat-
ing ranks it among the top 2 percent in the
state and top 10 percent nationwide.

Larry Cunningham’s service to the City in-
cludes a number of initiatives that improved
the quality of life for the residents of North
Richland Hills. Under his leadership, over 30
Parks and Recreation Facilities were con-
structed in the city. Mr. Cunningham also
worked to improve public safety, enacting
drainage improvements and flood control, up-
grading Fire Department facilities, and sup-
porting increased police patrol and crime pre-
vention programs. He was also instrumental in
the creation of the North Richland Hills’ Art in
Public Spaces Program, helping to create a
distinctive community identity. Many of his
projects will continue to develop long after Mr.
Cunningham’s retirement.

It is with great honor that | recognize City
Manager Larry Cunningham for his years of
hard work and dedication given to the citizens
of North Richland Hills and North Texas. | am
proud to represent him in Washington. His
service sets a standard of devotion and true
leadership, one that will endure.
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Mr. JORDAN of Ohio. Madam Speaker, if
federal spending is not reigned in—we will find
it more and more difficult to avoid the looming
financial crisis that lies ahead. Getting a han-
dle on the out-of-control spending in Wash-
ington D.C. is my top priority. Families and
businesses across the country are tightening
their belts in these tough economic times, but
Congress continues to spend like there is no
tomorrow. For the sake of future generations,
we have to restore a sense of fiscal responsi-
bility to this town.

Over the August recess, the Congressional
Budget Office, CBO, released an updated
budget projection showing the federal govern-
ment running deficits equal to $8.7 trillion over
the FY 2009-FY 2019 period.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

The continued spending by this Congress is
unacceptable and must be stopped. This is a
path we should not have gone down; first it
was the $700 billion financial bailout, then the
so-called $787 billion stimulus. America’s
hardworking taxpayers deserve better—a Con-
gress that is accountable and one that shows
restraint.

During the debate on the FY 2010 Budget
Resolution, | proposed a balanced budget. It
was a first step in setting our nation’s fiscal
priorities and getting spending under control.

After the Congress adopted the budget res-
olution, | offered a modest next step by offer-
ing a series of “fiscal discipline amendments”
to hold the line on runaway federal spending
during the FY 2010 appropriations process.
These amendments would force the govern-
ment to live on last year’s income.

Yesterday, | offered an amendment in the
Rules Committee to the Continuing Resolution
for FY 2010, in order to once again attempt to
hold the line on spending by saving taxpayers
$84 billion. This amendment reflects our val-
ues. The American people are tired of this
blank check and this bailout mentality that has
got a hold of Washington. The people are sick
of bailouts and rising deficits. And furthermore,
they are tired of the piling debt that is crushing
the future of our children and grandchildren.
AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. JORDAN OF OHIO

In section 101 (relating to rate for oper-
ations under CR)—

(1) insert ‘‘(a)” after the section designa-
tion; and

(2) insert at the end the following new sub-
sections:

(b) Except as provided in subsection (c),
whenever the amount that would be made
available under subsection (a) for a project
or activity is greater than the amount that
was made available for such project or activ-
ity in appropriations Acts for fiscal year
2008, the project or activity shall be contin-
ued at a rate for operations as provided in
such Acts and under the authority and condi-
tions provided in such Acts.

(c) Whenever the amount that would be
made available under subsection (a) for a
project or activity covered by the Depart-
ment of Defense Appropriations Act, 2010,
the Department of Homeland Security Ap-
propriations Act, 2010, or the Military Con-
struction and Veterans Affairs Appropria-
tions Act, 2010 is less than the amount that
would be made available for such project or
activity by such appropriations Acts as
passed by the House of Representatives, the
project or activity shall be continued at a
rate for operations as provided in such ap-
propriations Acts, as passed by the House.

In section 106(3) (relating to period covered
by CR), strike the specified date and insert
‘““‘September 30, 2010°".

———
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Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to honor Senior Special Agent and
retired Lieutenant Colonel Kraig E. Hankins, a
resident of Ashland, Kentucky.

After more than thirty years of Federal serv-
ice, Senior Special Agent Hankins is retiring

September 25, 2009

from the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Fire-
arms and Explosives to accept the position of
Operations Officer and Training Manager with
the Tri-State Airport Authority in Huntington,
West Virginia.

Senior Special Agent Hankins began his
federal investigative career in Columbia, South
Carolina, and has since held a number of po-
sitions both domestically and abroad.

He has served as a senior instructor and
Chief of the Academy Operations Branch at
the ATF National Academy in Glynco, Geor-
gia. Senior Special Agent Hankins has also
held positions in ATF Field Offices in New
Hampshire, Guam, and most recently, in Ash-
land, Kentucky, where he worked with bomb
squads and investigators throughout the Com-
monwealth as a Certified Explosives Spe-
cialist.

In 2008, Senior Special Agent Hankins re-
tired from the USAF Reserve as a Lieutenant
Colonel after thirty-four years of service. He
served in Operation Enduring Freedom as the
Senior Designated Military Officer, Office for
the Administrative Review of Detention of
Enemy Combatants at Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in applauding Senior Special Agent
Hankins for his distinguished career and offer
our thanks for his service and sacrifice. | wish
him and his family all the best as they enter
this new chapter of their lives.

———
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Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, it is with
sadness that | inform the House of the death
of Jeffery R. “Puff” Adams, Ray County’s pre-
siding commissioner.

Mr. Adams was born in Richmond, Missouri,
in 1957. After graduating from Richmond High
School, he became involved with many Rich-
mond community activities. For example, he
was a lifetime member of the Richmond All
Sports Club. He also served on the Spartan
Football Chain Gang for several years. Since
1990, he was responsible for painting the
Spartan football field before every football
game. Additionally, he was past president of
the Richmond Little League Baseball program.
He also coached several of Richmond’s Parks
and Recreation girls’ softball teams. In 2008,
Jeff was named the grand marshall of the
Richmond Spartan Homecoming Parade. He
was a loyal alumni and lifetime supporter of
the Richmond sports community.

In addition to his involvement with Rich-
mond athletics, Mr. Adams served in a variety
of community roles. He served on the Mid-
America Regional Council for Presiding Com-
missioners Board, Ray County’s 911 Board,
Ray County’s Rural Fire Department Board,
and Ray County’s Planning and Zoning Board.
He was past president and served on the
Shirkey Golf Club Board, and was very active
on the Club House Building Association. Jeff
was co-owner of Adams and Howell Floor
Covering in Richmond.

Madam Speaker, Jeffery Adams was a re-
spected leader in the Richmond community. |
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